
The Negatives in  

The Mature Christian’s Life 

 

Ephesians 4:17-32 

What are the Negatives of Christian maturity? 

 



I. No Longer Walk as  

Other Gentiles Walk (vv. 17-25) 

A. There is to be a difference.  

 - 2 Corinthians 5:17-18; Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. 18Now all things are of 
God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation… 

 Philippians 3:12   “I press on, that I may lay 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me.”  



A. This is really saying: “Walk not as 

you used to walk” 

- Ephesians 2:1-8 – We once walked: 

 - According to the course of this world  

 - According… to the prince of the power of 

the air 

 - According… to the lusts of the flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the 

mind… 

 – “But God…”  (v.4)   



B. How does the world walk? 

 - In the futility of the mind… 

 - Having their understanding darkened… 

 - Because of the blindness of their heart 

 - Being past feeling… 

 - Working all uncleanness with greediness.   

A Mature Christian does not walk  

like the world walks in life. 



II. Let Not the Sun go Down Upon 

Your Wrath (V 26) 

A. Never let a day end being angry. 

B. Some people live with anger constantly. 

C. We are never to let a day end with anger 

  “do not let the sun go down on your wrath.”   

D. How shall we deal with anger?   

  “Love covers a multitude of sin.” 



III. Let Him Who Stole Steal No 

Longer (v 28) 

A. How strange a statement - like this was 

necessary. 

B. Some are addicted to stealing.  

C. The call to generosity and honesty as 

Christians. 



IV. Let No Corrupt Word Proceed 

Out of Your Mouth (v 29) 

A. By our words we will be judged.  

 - Matt. 12:36-37, But I say to you that for 

every idle word men may speak, they will 

give account of it in the day of 

judgment. 37For by your words you will be 

justified, and by your words you will be 

condemned.” 



C. James and his comments about 

the tongue.  

James 3:6-10 - And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members 
that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.  

7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature 
of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind.  

8But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full 
of deadly poison.  

9With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we 
curse men, who have been made in the similitude of 
God.  

10Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not to be so.  



D. What are corrupt words?  

Some get as close to profanity as possible  

– some call it Christian cussing.   

 - Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and 

the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 

Redeemer. 



V. Do not Grieve the Holy Spirit of 

God (v 30) 

A. Your body is His temple. 

B. This should make you careful and help you 

mature. 

C. Stop grieving the Lord in word thought or 

deed. 



Colossians 3:1-17:  
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 

which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 

hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on 

things on the earth.  

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ [who is] our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory.  

Therefore put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these 

things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked 

when you lived in them.  



But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 

anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language 

out of your mouth.  

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off 

the old man with his deeds, and have put on the 

new [man] who is renewed in knowledge 

according to the image of Him who created him, 

where there is neither  

Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave [nor] free, but Christ [is] 

all and in all. Therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy 

and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering; 



bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if 

anyone has a complaint against another; even as 

Christ forgave you, so you also [must do]. 

But above all these things put on love, which is the 

bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in 

your hearts, to which also you were called in one 

body; and be thankful.  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord.  

And whatever you do in word or deed, [do] all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him. 


